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DRDO Unveils Portable Desalination
Systems for Armed Forces
Operations
03-Jan-26

Defence  Laboratory  Jodhpur  (DLJ)  under  DRDO
unveiled  the  portable  Sea Water  Desalination  System
(SWaDeS) on January 2, 2026, as detailed in the official
DRDO Newsletter  for  January  2026,  featuring  engine-
operated and manual variants for tri-service operations.
The  engine  model  rapidly  deploys  in  2-3  minutes,
purifying seawater with ~35,000 mg/L TDS to <500 mg/
L for 20-25 soldiers, while the manual version supports
10-12  in  power-scarce  emergencies.  Successfully
completing Acceptance Test Procedure (ATP), SWaDeS
bolsters  Indian  forces'  endurance  in  remote  coastal
zones, vital amid tensions in the Indian Ocean Region
and  Andaman  operations,  enhancing  self-reliance
against adversarial supply disruptions. This innovation
aligns  with  Aatmanirbhar  Bharat,  fortifying  strategic
autonomy in water-scarce maritime theaters. 

Indian Army Contracts Nibe for ₹292.69
Crore Rocket Launcher Support
Equipment
03-Jan-26

On January  2,  2026,  the  Indian  Army  awarded  Pune-
based NIBE Limited a ₹292.69 crore contract for ground
equipment, accessories, ESP units, and ammunition for
the  Universal  Rocket  Launcher  System  (likely  Israeli
PULS), capable of integrating rockets with 150 km and
300 km strike ranges, to be delivered in tranches within
12  months.  This  move  enhances  deep-strike
capabilities  amid  border  tensions,  offering  versatile
multi-caliber support while indigenous Pinaka evolves—
Pinaka-III  (120  km)  cleared  for  ₹2,500  crore
procurement  in  late  2025,  and  Pinaka-IV  (300  km)
slated for service by 2030. From an Indian security lens,
it  bridges  import-reliance  gaps,  boosts  Atmanirbhar

Bharat,  and  ensures  logistical  synergy  for  rocket
artillery  dominance  against  regional  threats.  NIBE
shares  surged  9%  post-announcement,  signaling
market confidence. 

BDL and NSTL to create dual-capable
AquaticAerial System for India.
03-Jan-26

Bharat  Dynamics  Limited  (BDL)  secured  a  DRDO
contract  from  the  Naval  Science  and  Technological
Laboratory (NSTL) on December 30, 2025, as the lowest
bidder  (L-1)  at  ₹69.15  lakh,  beating  Aquaarix
Autonomous  Systems,  to  co-develop  India's  first
Aquatic-Aerial  System—a  dual-domain  UAV-UUV
capable  of  seamless  air-to-water  transitions  for  ISR,
ASW, and MCM missions. Key dates include technical
clearance  in  late  December  2025  and  HEAUV  trials
validating tech in March 2025. From an Indian strategic
view,  this  Atmanirbhar  Bharat  milestone  equips  the
Navy  with  stealthy,  NavIC-guided  platforms  featuring
sonar, EO/IR, and SATCOM, countering IOR threats from
adversaries  like  China  and  Pakistan,  enabling
submarine-launched  hybrid  ops  for  superior  maritime
autonomy  and  deterrence.  Prototyping  advances
bolster self-reliance amid escalating regional tensions. 

Lt Gen Pushpendra Singh reviews
innovations in Pune's defense
manufacturing sector, reinforcing
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
03-Jan-26

Lieutenant General Pushpendra Singh, Vice Chief of the
Army  Staff,  recently  reviewed  defence  manufacturing
innovations  at  Larsen  &  Toubro  and  Bharat  Forge  in
Pune,  highlighting India's  commitment  to  self-reliance
under  the  Aatmanirbhar  Bharat  initiative.  His  visit
showcased advancements in robotics, unmanned aerial
vehicles,  and  modern  artillery  systems,  underscoring
the  growing  sophistication  of  India's  private  defence
sector. Lt Gen Singh commended the industry's efforts
to produce advanced, indigenous capabilities tailored to
the Armed Forces' needs, emphasizing the critical role
of  domestic  solutions  in  enhancing  operational
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effectiveness  and  reducing  reliance  on  imports.  This
engagement  marks  a  significant  step  towards
strengthening  India's  defence  infrastructure  and
addressing evolving security challenges. 

Pakistan's Air Force tests Taimoor cruise
missile, enhancing defense
capabilities.
03-Jan-26

The  Pakistan  Air  Force  (PAF)  has  successfully
conducted a flight test of  the indigenously developed
Taimoor  Air-Launched  Cruise  Missile,  capable  of
striking targets at a range of 600 kilometers with high
precision. This development, described as a significant
milestone  in  enhancing  Pakistan's  aerospace  and
defense capabilities, features advanced navigation and
guidance systems allowing low-altitude flight to evade
hostile defenses. Senior military officials and engineers
oversaw  the  launch,  which  exemplifies  Pakistan's
commitment  to  technological  self-reliance  in  its
defense  industry.  The  Taimoor  missile  not  only
strengthens  the  PAF's  operational  flexibility  but  also
highlights the evolving regional security dynamics and
the  need  for  credible  deterrence  amid  ongoing
tensions.  Simultaneously,  internal  security  issues
persist, as reports indicate rising tensions between the
Pakistan  Army  and  local  villages  in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,  where  allegations  of  indiscriminate
shelling  during  military  operations  have  sparked
protests  and  calls  for  accountability,  thereby
complicating the narrative of national  security amidst
technological advancements. 

Defence Ministry achieves key
modernization, self-reliance milestones in
2025 reforms.
03-Jan-26

The  Ministry  of  Defence  has  marked  significant
achievements in modernization and self-reliance during
the  Year  of  Reforms  2025,  with  capital  acquisition
proposals exceeding Rs 3.84 lakh crore and contracts
worth  Rs  1.82  lakh  crore  signed  for  Armed  Forces
modernization.  Streamlined  procurement  processes,
increased  private  sector  participation,  and  enhanced
indigenisation  efforts  have  bolstered  defense
capabilities. Key reforms include the establishment of
the  Joint  Operations  Control  Centre  and  the
implementation  of  Vision  2047,  aimed  at  ensuring  a
future-ready  defense  ecosystem.  Enhanced  welfare
measures  for  veterans  and  expeditious  medical
services  have  further  strengthened  the  ministry's
commitment  to  improving  institutional  efficiency  and

preparedness,  aligning  with  India's  strategic  security
interests for the coming decades. 

Tata Proposes WhAP 8x8 Vehicle to Greece
After Moroccan Success
03-Jan-26

In  a  strategic  move  bolstered  by  recent  success  in
Morocco, Tata Advanced Systems is offering its WhAP
8x8 armoured vehicle to Greece for rigorous operational
trials, aiming for a temporary deployment to assess the
platform's  capabilities  under  local  conditions.  This
initiative  follows  the  successful  handover  of  WhAP
vehicles  to  the  Royal  Moroccan  Army,  representing
India's first large-scale overseas defense manufacturing
effort.  As Greece seeks to modernize its mechanized
infantry,  the  WhAP's  modular  design,  amphibious
capabilities,  and lower lifecycle costs position it  as a
viable  alternative  to  aging  Cold  War-era  platforms.
Successful trials could pave the way for Indian defense
hardware  to  enter  the  European  market,  enhancing
Greece’s  operational  readiness  with  a  combat-proven
asset. 

Indian Army to be first to deploy ramjet-
powered 155 mm shells.
03-Jan-26

The Indian Army is poised to become the first military
globally  to  deploy  ramjet-powered  155  mm  artillery
shells, a significant advancement in its quest for self-
reliance under  the Atmanirbharta initiative.  Developed
in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Madras, this innovation promises to enhance range
by  30  to  50  percent  while  maintaining  destructive
power, thereby enabling deeper strikes against enemy
positions. Successful trials at Pokharan have confirmed
the feasibility of retrofitting existing shells, allowing for
widespread  application  across  various  artillery
systems. This development not only strengthens India’s
military  capabilities  but  also  underscores  the
importance  of  domestic  innovation  in  defense
technologies,  reducing  dependence  on  foreign
suppliers  and  fostering  collaboration  between  the
military and academia. 

IAF prioritizes MTA tender over C-130J
order for strategic logistics.
03-Jan-26

The Indian Air  Force (IAF)  has opted to prioritize the
Medium Transport Aircraft (MTA) tender over acquiring
six additional C-130J Super Hercules aircraft, signaling
a strategic shift in its procurement approach. This $5
billion programme aims to replace the ageing Antonov
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An-32 fleet while emphasizing domestic manufacturing
under  the  'Make  in  India'  initiative,  with  at  least  30%
indigenous content required. The decision consolidates
operational  requirements,  potentially  enhancing
logistics efficiency and economies of scale. As global
aerospace giants vie for the contract, the IAF's revised
specifications,  particularly  the  need  to  accommodate
heavier  payloads  like  the  Zorawar  light  tank,  may
disadvantage  the  C-130J,  paving  the  way  for
competitors like Embraer and Airbus. 

Turkish UAV debut at UAE airbase
highlights regional defense shifts.
03-Jan-26

On January 2,  2026,  a Turkish-made unmanned aerial
vehicle  (UAV)  was  showcased  at  a  UAE  airbase,
marking  an  important  milestone  in  the  defense
collaboration between Turkey and the UAE. This event
highlights  the  UAE's  acquisition  of  advanced  UAV
systems,  including  the  Bayraktar  Akıncı  and  TB2
drones, which enhance its operational capabilities in a
shifting  Middle  Eastern  security  landscape.  For  India,
this development underscores the urgency to advance
indigenous drone projects like Ghatak and Rustom to
counterbalance these emerging threats and safeguard
national  interests  amidst  evolving  regional  dynamics.
The  growing  emphasis  on  cost-effective  drone
technologies  raises  concerns  about  shifting  power
dynamics in West Asia and emphasizes the necessity
for  India  to  bolster  its  defense  innovation  and
procurement strategies. 

China repurposes cargo ship as drone
carrier, threatening regional
security.
03-Jan-26

Recent  satellite  imagery  indicates  that  China  has
converted a medium cargo ship into a modular drone
catapult  carrier,  featuring  an  electromagnetic  aircraft
launch  system  (EMALS)  for  deploying  advanced
combat  drones  alongside  missile  defenses.  This
transformation highlights China's strategy to utilize its
civilian  merchant  fleet  for  military  applications,
enhancing its naval capabilities in the contested Indo-
Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. The implications for
India  are  significant,  as  this  dual-use  approach
threatens regional  maritime security and necessitates
improved  maritime  domain  awareness  and  counter-
drone strategies by the Indian Navy to protect national
interests against escalating Chinese expansionism. 

CEMILAC Provisional Clearance for
MIDHANI's Indigenous Alloys for
Su-30MKI Engine
03-Jan-26

The Centre for Military Airworthiness and Certification
(CEMILAC)  granted  provisional  clearances  to  Mishra
Dhatu  Nigam  Limited  (MIDHANI)  on  December  31,
2025,  for  indigenous  superalloys  (BZL1,  BZL14H,  ZS
6Y),  titanium  alloys  (OT  4-1,  Titan  33A),  and  special
steels (AE866W, 16XH3BFMB-W) vital for the AL-31FP
engines powering Indian Air  Force Su-30MKI fighters.
Initiated  by  Hindustan  Aeronautics  Limited  (HAL)
Koraput Division in 2024, this milestone—corroborated
across  credible  sources  in  the  past  three  days—
validates  materials  enduring  over  1,200°C  for  turbine
blades and compressors, slashing import reliance amid
Russia-Ukraine  supply  risks.  From an Indian  strategic
lens, it bolsters fleet readiness for 260+ aircraft, targets
42  squadrons  by  2030,  cuts  costs  by  30-40%,  and
extends  to  Tejas  Mk2/AMCA,  fortifying  sovereignty
against Indo-Pacific threats. 

China's new 052D destroyer enhances naval
power amid Indo-Pacific tensions.
03-Jan-26

China  has  commissioned  a  new  Type  052D  guided
missile destroyer named Loudi, significantly enhancing
its  naval  capabilities  amid  rapid  fleet  expansion.  The
destroyer  features  upgraded  radar,  weapon,  and
network  systems,  enabling  it  to  perform  long-range
assaults and defend friendly vessels. With this addition,
the  Chinese  navy  now  operates  234  warships,
surpassing  the  U.S.  Navy's  219.  Concurrently,  China
continues  to  bolster  its  military  cooperation  with
Pakistan,  recently  launching  a  fourth  Hangor-class
submarine  for  Islamabad.  This  development
underscores the  ongoing strategic  competition  in  the
Indo-Pacific  region,  raising  concerns  about  regional
security dynamics and the balance of naval power. 

Troops Comfort Ltd and Adidas collaborate
to create advanced PT footwear for Indian
Armed Forces.
03-Jan-26

Troops  Comfort  Ltd  has  signed  a  Memorandum  of
Understanding  with  Adidas  to  develop  high-
performance Physical Training footwear specifically for
the  Indian  Armed  Forces,  marking  a  significant
advancement  in  defense  apparel.  This  collaboration
aims  to  enhance  soldier  comfort  and  operational
readiness through innovative design features tailored to
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diverse  terrains.  The  partnership  supports  India's
Atmanirbhar  Bharat  initiative,  promising  local
manufacturing  and  potential  job  creation  while  also
addressing  past  procurement  challenges.  With
prototypes  expected  within  a  year  and  full-scale
production targeted for 2027-28, this initiative reflects a
growing trend of public-private partnerships in defense,
aimed  at  modernizing  military  equipment  and
improving  troop  welfare  in  a  complex  geopolitical
environment. 

India Strengthens Defense Ties with $8.7B
Israeli Missile Deal for IAF
03-Jan-26

India has advanced its defense collaboration with Israel
through an $8.7 billion missile package approved by the
Defence Acquisition Council,  enhancing the Indian Air
Force's  (IAF)  capabilities  amid  rising  regional  threats
from China and Pakistan. Key components include air-
to-air  missiles,  loitering  munitions,  and  advanced
radars, with a focus on deep-strike deterrence. Notable
munitions such as the Rampage missiles and the Air
LORA  ballistic  missile  significantly  enhance  India's
strike  options,  while  indigenous  production
commitments  under  the  Atmanirbhar  Bharat  initiative
aim to bolster self-reliance and facilitate future exports
to  Indo-Pacific  allies.  This  strategic  partnership
underscores  India's  commitment  to  modernizing  its
defense  infrastructure  and  enhancing  operational
readiness against fortified adversaries. 

DAC Approves 36 Meteor Missiles to
Strengthen IAF Rafale Fleet
03-Jan-26

The Defence Acquisition Council  (DAC) has approved
the procurement of 36 additional Meteor beyond-visual-
range air-to-air  missiles for the Indian Air Force (IAF),
enhancing the operational capability of the Rafale fleet.
This  strategic  move  addresses  immediate  inventory
needs  and  preemptively  fills  potential  gaps  in  India's
aerial  combat  capabilities  amid  evolving  regional
threats.  The  Meteor  missile's  advanced  propulsion
technology and extensive  engagement  range position
the IAF to dominate contested airspace, particularly in
potential  two-front  scenarios  with  adversaries  like
China.  By  prioritizing  a  single  missile  type  for  long-
range  engagements,  the  DAC  reinforces  the  IAF's
commitment to a cohesive and formidable air defense
posture, essential for maintaining regional stability and
deterrence. 

ADA Begins Studies on Tailless 6th-Gen
Fighter with Advanced Tech
03-Jan-26

The  Aeronautical  Development  Agency  (ADA)  under
India's DRDO has commenced preliminary studies on a
sixth-generation  tailless  fighter  jet,  emphasizing
advanced technologies like blended wing-body designs
and morphing wing technology. This initiative aims to
enhance  India's  aerial  warfare  capabilities  through
greater  stealth,  adaptability,  and  network-centric
operations.  The IAF envisions the  new platform as a
heavy-class fighter,  potentially replacing the Su-30MKI
fleet,  with  improved  payload  capacity  and  range  for
deep  penetration  and  air  dominance  missions.  By
prioritizing  these  innovative  designs,  India
demonstrates  its  commitment  to  keeping  pace  with
global  aerospace  advancements  and  securing  its
defense architecture against emerging challenges. 

Pinaka LRGR-120 to enhance Indian Army's
cost-effective deep strike
capabilities.
03-Jan-26

The  Defence  Acquisition  Council  has  granted
Acceptance of Necessity for the Indian Army to procure
the  Pinaka  Long  Range  Guided  Rocket  (LRGR-120),
extending  its  artillery  capabilities  to  deliver  precise
strikes  up  to  120  km.  This  cost-effective  system
integrates  seamlessly  with  existing  infrastructure,
allowing  for  mass  deployment  without  significant
logistical  changes.  The  LRGR-120  enhances  India's
military  deterrence  by  enabling  saturation  fire  while
minimizing reliance on high-cost missiles. Strategically,
it brings critical targets within range of Indian territory,
fundamentally  altering  the  defense  calculus  in  South
Asia  and  supporting  a  shift  towards  non-contact
warfare,  thereby  complicating  enemy  air  and  missile
defense strategies. 

India, Russia discuss equipping Su-30MKI
with R-37M missiles for air
dominance.
03-Jan-26

India and Russia have initiated formal talks regarding
the procurement and potential domestic manufacturing
of the R-37M very long-range air-to-air  missile for the
Indian  Air  Force's  Su-30MKI  fleet.  This  procurement
strategy  aims  to  enhance  India’s  air  dominance
capabilities  by  quickly  acquiring  an  initial  batch  of
approximately  300  missiles,  while  also  exploring
technology transfer  for  local  production.  The R-37M's
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integration would notably elevate the Su-30MKI's role as
an area-denial platform, complementing the indigenous
Astra  Mk2  missile  program,  which  is  designed  for
engagement  at  similar  ranges.  This  dual  approach
signifies India's  commitment  to  a  layered air  defense
strategy,  fostering  self-reliance  while  simultaneously
acquiring  proven  advanced  weaponry  for  immediate
operational needs. 

Defense Policy and Budgeting

Indian government acquires 382.82 acres to
enhance Tezpur Air Force Station
capabilities.
03-Jan-26

The  Indian  government  has  officially  notified  the
acquisition  of  382.82  acres  of  land  in  Assam  to
enhance the Tezpur Air Force Station's capabilities. This
initiative aims to facilitate the introduction of advanced
weapon  systems  and  associated  strategic  assets,
thereby  bolstering  the  operational  readiness  of  the
Indian Air Force's 11 Wing. The acquisition, sanctioned
under the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency
in  Land  Acquisition  Act,  underscores  India's
commitment to strengthening its defense infrastructure
in strategic locations. This development is significant in
the context of regional security, as it reflects proactive
measures  taken  by  India  to  modernize  its  military
capabilities amidst evolving geopolitical dynamics. 

Politics

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq warns of an
impending crisis in Kashmir.
03-Jan-26

Kashmiri separatist Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has issued a
stark warning about a looming crisis in Kashmir, citing
ongoing turmoil and the repercussions of the Pahalgam
attack as pivotal moments that have heightened fear in
the  Valley.  He criticized the  erosion of  trust  between
Kashmiris and New Delhi, attributing it to demographic
changes  and  operational  constraints  on  the  local
government  following  the  2019  revocation  of  Article
370. Mirwaiz condemned the banning of crucial socio-
political organizations, which he argues stifles dissent
and  alienates  the  populace.  His  observations
underscore the fragility of stability in Kashmir and the
urgent  need  for  dialogue  to  address  deep-seated

grievances,  which  also  have  implications  for  India's
internal security and its relations with Pakistan. 

CPI(M) and Kerala CM condemn US
airstrikes on Venezuela, demand proof of
Maduro's safety.
03-Jan-26

The  CPI(M)  leadership  and  Kerala  Chief  Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan have condemned recent US airstrikes
on  Venezuela,  labeling  the  actions  as  "imperialist
military  aggression"  and  calling  for  global
condemnation. Vijayan criticized the US for its "naked
aggression" against a country that is a friend to India
and  a  member  of  the  Non-Aligned  Movement,
emphasizing that such military actions threaten global
peace and stability,  particularly  in  Latin  America.  The
CPI(M)  demands  clear  evidence  of  the  safety  of
Venezuelan  President  Nicolas  Maduro  and  his  wife,
following claims of  their  detention by US forces.  The
party's  statements  reflect  a  broader  concern  for
national  sovereignty  and  the  implications  of  foreign
military  interventions,  urging India to take a definitive
public stance against these actions. 

Geopolitics and Security Alliances

US forces capture Maduro in Venezuela,
escalating tensions significantly.
03-Jan-26

In a dramatic escalation of tensions, U.S. special forces
successfully  captured  Venezuelan  President  Nicolás
Maduro  during  a  military  operation  in  Caracas  on
January 3,  2026, amid reports of explosions and low-
flying  helicopters.  The  operation,  described  by
President Donald Trump as a decisive strike against a
"dictatorial  regime,"  involved  elite  units  such  as  Navy
SEALs  and  Delta  Force,  targeting  Maduro's  fortified
residence and key military sites. Maduro, along with his
wife, was reportedly airlifted to a U.S. warship to face
narco-terrorism charges.  The  Venezuelan  government
condemned  the  incursion  as  an  "illegal  invasion,"
prompting mobilization of its armed forces and raising
fears of regional conflict, particularly with the backing
of allies like Russia and China. This development not
only  disrupts  longstanding  support  for  Maduro  from
anti-Western powers but also reflects a significant shift
in U.S. foreign policy towards more direct intervention
in Latin American affairs. The geopolitical ramifications
are profound, with potential impacts on energy markets
and  global  alliances,  particularly  as  the  U.S.  aims  to
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counteract  the  influence  of  narco-states  and
authoritarian regimes threatening regional stability. 

Jaishankar: No water sharing with
neighbors supporting terrorism.
03-Jan-26

External  Affairs  Minister  S.  Jaishankar  recently
emphasized  India's  right  to  defend  itself  against
neighbors  that  harbor  terrorism,  asserting  that  such
countries cannot expect cooperation,  such as sharing
water resources, while undermining India’s security. His
remarks, made during an interaction at IIT-Madras, were
implicitly  directed  at  Pakistan,  although  he  refrained
from naming the country. In contrast, Pakistan's Foreign
Office criticized Jaishankar's comments, claiming they
serve  to  distract  from  India's  own  role  in  regional
instability  and asserting its  commitment to the Indus
Waters  Treaty.  The  Pakistani  spokesperson  reiterated
that any unilateral actions by India regarding the treaty
would  threaten  regional  stability.  This  exchange
highlights  the  ongoing  tensions  in  India-Pakistan
relations,  particularly  concerning  water  rights  and
terrorism,  underscoring  the  complexities  of  regional
diplomacy and security in South Asia. 

US Captures Maduro in Daring Caracas
Raid: Strategic Shockwaves for India's
Energy Security and Global Order
04-Jan-2026

The  dramatic  U.S.  capture  of  Venezuelan  President
Nicolás  Maduro  on  January  3,  2026,  marks  a  bold
intervention in Latin America, reverberating far beyond
the  Western  Hemisphere  to  influence  global  energy
dynamics and great-power rivalries. For India, a major
oil importer with historical ties to Venezuela, this event
underscores  vulnerabilities  in  energy  security  amid
volatile international relations, especially as it disrupts
supplies  from  a  nation  holding  the  world's  largest
proven  crude  reserves.  Recent  explosions  in  Caracas
and U.S. President Donald Trump's announcement of a
"large-scale  strike"  highlight  the  operation's  precision,
involving elite units like Delta Force, amid longstanding
accusations  of  Maduro's  narcoterrorism.U.S.  forces
executed Operation Absolute Resolve early on January
3, targeting military sites in Caracas, Miranda, Aragua,
and  La  Guaira,  capturing  Maduro  and  his  wife  Cilia
Flores, who were airlifted to the USS Iwo Jima for U.S.
trials on drug trafficking charges. Trump confirmed the
action  via  Truth  Social,  stating  Venezuelan  military
capacities  were  neutralized  in  coordination  with  U.S.
law enforcement, and vowed to "run the country" until a
safe transition. Venezuelan officials labeled it an "illegal

invasion,"  declaring  a  national  emergency,  with  Vice
President  Delcy  Rodríguez  demanding  proof  of  life;
social media videos showed low-flying helicopters and
blasts at La Carlota airport, though unverified claims of
widespread  chaos  remain  distinct  from  confirmed
reports.Russia and China swiftly condemned the strikes
as violations of  sovereignty,  with Moscow expressing
"deep concern" and Beijing calling it "hegemonic," while
allies like Brazil,  Mexico,  Cuba,  and Colombia decried
the  breach  of  UN  Charter.  The  UN  Secretary-General
voiced alarm over international law precedents. India's
Ministry  of  External  Affairs  issued  a  travel  advisory
urging  citizens  to  avoid  non-essential  travel  to
Venezuela and exercise caution,  citing instability,  with
no official  political  stance yet;  former Ambassador R.
Viswanathan noted it  as unsurprising given prior  U.S.
threats.  No statements emerged from Indian defense
institutions like the Ministry of Defence or IDSA in the
immediate  aftermath.Militarily,  the  operation
showcases U.S.  special  forces'  precision—Delta Force
and SEALs neutralizing defenses in hours—echoing the
2019  Baghdadi  raid,  but  risks  Venezuelan  retaliation
backed  by  Russian  arms.  Strategically,  it  counters
Chinese economic footholds (loans-for-oil) and Russian
military  ties  in  America's  backyard,  potentially
stabilizing  oil  flows  but  sparking  regional  instability
near Guyana, a flashpoint India monitors via Essequibo
disputes.Technologically,  strikes  hit  airfields  and  Fort
Tiuna,  degrading  Venezuela's  Soviet-era  capabilities,
while  geopolitically,  it  signals  Trump's  hemispheric
primacy,  disrupting  BRICS-like  alignments  and  energy
markets;  oil  prices  dipped  initially  but  face  volatility
from  Venezuela's  700,000  b/d  exports.  For  global
security,  it  sets  precedents  for  "decapitation  strikes"
against  adversaries,  heightening  proxy  risks  in
multipolar  tensions.  For  India,India's  security
imperatives  prioritize  energy  autonomy,  with
Venezuelan heavy crude vital for Reliance's Jamnagar
refinery—imports  hit  $1  billion  in  2023-24
(63,000-100,000  b/d)—and  ONGC  Videsh  investments
in  fields like  San Cristobal.  The U.S.  action threatens
disruptions,  though  refiners  like  Reliance  had  scaled
back  post-sanctions;  India's  diversification  to  40
sources  mitigates  but  highlights  overreliance  risks.
Strategic  autonomy  demands  hedging  against  U.S.
unilateralism,  as seen in  past  sanction waivers,  while
defense  diplomacy  via  NAM  aligns  with  non-
interference, protecting ties with Russia-China without
endorsing  Maduro.Military  preparedness  remains
unaffected directly, but lessons in special ops apply to
India's counter-narcotics and border ops; geopolitically,
it  bolsters U.S.-India QUAD synergy against China, yet
New Delhi must safeguard Latin American inroads for
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minerals  and  pharma  exports.  Western  outlets  like
Reuters and BBC frame the capture as decisive against
a  "dictator,"  citing  indictments  and  regional  stability
gains, with allies like Argentina's Milei hailing it. Critics,
including Al Jazeera and UN voices, decry sovereignty
violations  akin  to  Panama  1989,  warning  of  Latin
American blowback. Russia and China view it  as U.S.
imperialism targeting their assets—Beijing's $60 billion
loans,  Moscow's  bombers—defending  multipolarity.
India's  prudent  silence  respects  U.S.  security  claims
against  narcostates  while  prioritizing  sovereignty,
differing from knee-jerk condemnations; this balanced
non-alignment  defends  legitimate  interests  without
alienating  partners.The  Maduro  capture  reshapes
global  alliances,  potentially  easing  Venezuelan  oil
access under  a  pro-U.S.  regime but  risking instability
and  higher  prices  impacting  India's  import  bill.
Implications include eroded Russian-Chinese influence,
aiding  India's  Indo-Pacific  posture,  yet  underscoring
U.S.  interventionism's  perils  for  sovereign  equity.India
should accelerate refinery upgrades for diverse crudes,
pursue bilateral  energy  pacts  via  NAM,  and advocate
multilateral  sanctions  reforms  at  UN;  enhanced  intel-
sharing  with  U.S.  on  narco-threats,  while  monitoring
Guyana-Venezuela borders, fortifies strategic autonomy
amid multipolarity. 

Sri Lankan Navy arrests nine Tamil Nadu
fishermen for crossing maritime
boundary.
03-Jan-26

Nine  fishermen  from  the  Tamil  Nadu  districts  of
Rameswaram and Mayiladuthurai were arrested by the
Sri Lankan Navy for allegedly crossing the International
Maritime  Boundary  Line  while  fishing.  The  incidents
involved the seizure of two mechanized fishing boats
during separate operations by Sri Lankan naval patrols.
Fishermen's associations have expressed deep concern
over these repeated arrests, which they argue threaten
the  livelihoods  of  local  fishing  communities  and
highlight  the  ongoing  tensions  in  the  Palk  Strait.
Families  of  the  detained  fishermen  are  distressed,
urging both the Tamil Nadu and Union governments to
take swift diplomatic measures to secure their release
and  address  the  underlying  issues  that  lead  to  such
incidents.  The  situation  underscores  the  need  for  a
permanent solution to safeguard the interests of Indian
fishermen  operating  in  traditional  fishing  areas,  as
these  arrests  have  become  a  recurring  challenge
affecting  the  socio-economic  stability  of  the  coastal
regions of Tamil Nadu. 

BJP asserts India's sovereignty, rejects
foreign interference in internal
matters.
03-Jan-26

The BJP has condemned New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani's  interference  in  India's  internal  affairs
following his note in support of Umar Khalid, an activist
charged under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
for  his  alleged  role  in  the  February  2020  Delhi  riots,
which resulted in 53 deaths. BJP spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia emphasized that India will not tolerate external
comments  on  its  sovereignty  and  legal  matters,
asserting  unity  among  Indians  under  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership. Concurrently, a group of US
lawmakers,  including  Representatives  Jim  McGovern
and Jamie Raskin, has expressed concern over Khalid's
prolonged detention and urged for a fair and timely trial
in  line  with  international  law,  citing  principles  of
democratic  governance shared by  both  nations.  They
acknowledged  recent  developments,  including  Khalid
receiving temporary bail to attend his sister's wedding,
and  requested  transparency  regarding  the  judicial
proceedings  against  him  and  co-accused  individuals.
This  situation  highlights  the  complexities  of  India's
internal  security  issues  against  the  backdrop  of
international  scrutiny,  raising  questions  about  the
balance  between  national  sovereignty  and  human
rights. 

UK Officials Surprised by Lack of Advanced
Russian Weapons in Ukraine
03-Jan-26

UK  military  officials  have  expressed  surprise  at  the
absence of advanced Russian military technology, such
as the T-14 Armata tank and Su-57 fighter jets, on the
Ukrainian  battlefield.  Major  Maguire  highlighted  that
instead of  deploying these high-profile assets,  Russia
has  relied  on  older  models,  facing  challenges  in
production  exacerbated  by  international  sanctions.
Concerns over reputational damage and the operational
readiness  of  advanced  equipment  have  led  to  this
strategic choice, while NATO forces remain confident in
their ability to neutralize any advanced systems Russia
may possess. The overall performance of the Russian
military has not met expectations, indicating a decline
in effectiveness as the conflict in Ukraine continues. 
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China's naval presence intensifies around
Taiwan, raising regional security
concerns.
03-Jan-26

Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND) reported
heightened  military  activity  from  China,  detecting  six
naval vessels, one official ship, and two balloons in its
surrounding  waters,  following  multiple  incursions  of
PLA  aircraft  and  naval  vessels.  This  escalation
underscores  China's  ongoing  military  assertiveness,
with  recent  live-fire  exercises  designed  to  intimidate
and  coerce  Taiwan  and  its  allies,  drawing  concerns
from regional partners and prompting public gratitude
from  Taiwan's  National  Security  Council  Secretary-
General  Joseph Wu towards the United States for  its
calls for restraint. The operations from China not only
threaten regional stability but also heighten the risk of
miscalculation in the Indo-Pacific, a key area for global
security. As Taiwan enhances military cooperation with
the US and explores economic partnerships with India,
including  potential  trade  agreements  to  mitigate
reliance  on  China,  it  reflects  a  growing  alignment
among  nations  to  counterbalance  China's
assertiveness,  underscoring  the  significance  of
collective security frameworks in the region. 

Pakistan supports China's mediation claim
in May's India-Pakistan clash, shifting
diplomatic narrative.
03-Jan-26

Pakistan  has  publicly  endorsed  China's  claim  of
mediation during the May 2025 India-Pakistan conflict
that followed Operation Sindoor,  marking a significant
shift  in  its  diplomatic  narrative.  At  a  recent  press
briefing,  Pakistan  Foreign  Office  spokesperson  Tahir
Andrabi  acknowledged  that  Chinese  leaders  were
actively engaged with both Islamabad and New Delhi,
asserting  that  these  interactions  contributed  to  de-
escalating tensions.  This endorsement contrasts with
Pakistan's earlier position, which credited US President
Donald  Trump  for  the  pause  in  hostilities.  India  has
consistently  rejected  any  notion  of  third-party
mediation, emphasizing that the military pause resulted
from  direct  communication  between  the  military
leaders  of  both  countries.  The  development
underscores Pakistan's strategic alignment with China,
reflecting  its  growing  dependence  on  Beijing  amid
shifting  geopolitical  dynamics,  particularly  in  light  of
deteriorating  ties  with  the  US.  Furthermore,  this
endorsement potentially complicates India's efforts to
maintain a bilateral approach to conflicts with Pakistan,
reinforcing the necessity for New Delhi to safeguard its

doctrinal  autonomy  in  crisis  management  while
navigating the competing narratives of external powers.
Overall, the situation illustrates the intricate interplay of
regional alliances and the challenges faced by India in
asserting  its  sovereignty  in  diplomatic  relations  with
Pakistan. 

US MQ-9 Reaper strike in Venezuela
highlights drone warfare
effectiveness.
03-Jan-26

Missile  debris  recovered  in  Venezuela's  Alta  Guajira
region,  marked  with  identifiers  consistent  with  US
drone-launched  munitions,  points  to  a  covert  MQ-9
Reaper  strike  aimed  at  a  suspected  drug  trafficking
facility. This operation underscores the effectiveness of
unmanned aerial systems in counter-narcotics efforts,
drawing parallels to India's challenges with cross-border
smuggling and terrorism. The incident, occurring amid
heightened US military actions in the region, could have
implications  for  global  energy  security  and  regional
stability, which are pivotal for India's maritime interests
and  diplomatic  strategies.  Furthermore,  it  highlights
vulnerabilities  in  adversary  air  defenses,  offering
valuable  lessons  for  India's  evolving  drone  warfare
capabilities in the context of escalating security threats.

India, Bangladesh initiate joint water
measurements ahead of Ganges Treaty
expiration.
03-Jan-26

India  and  Bangladesh  have  commenced  joint  water
measurements on the Padma and Ganga rivers as the
Ganges Water Sharing Treaty approaches its expiration
in  December  2026.  Indian  officials,  led  by  Saurabh
Kumar  from  the  Central  Water  Commission,  and  a
Bangladeshi  team  are  collaborating  to  monitor  water
levels at designated points from January 1 to May 31,
recording  data  every  ten  days.  The  initiative
emphasizes  security  for  the  Indian  contingent,
reflecting  the  bilateral  importance  of  water  resource
management amid regional tensions. This collaboration
not only aims to uphold treaty obligations but also sets
the  stage  for  vital  discussions  on  its  renewal,
underlining  the  significance  of  transboundary  water
governance in South Asia. 

Yemen's separatists unveil two-year
independence plan amid clashes.
03-Jan-26

Yemen's  Southern  Transitional  Council  (STC)  has
announced  a  two-year  transitional  plan  toward
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independence  from  the  north,  fueling  escalating
tensions  amid  clashes  with  Saudi-backed  forces  in
Hadramout  province.  The  STC's  move  follows
intensified fighting, with accusations of Saudi airstrikes
on their  positions,  resulting in  casualties.  Riyadh and
Yemen's recognized government have condemned the
STC's actions, claiming they threaten national unity and
security. The situation reflects deeper fractures within
the  coalition  supporting  Yemen's  government,
particularly  concerning  Emirati  support  for  the  STC,
complicating prospects  for  peace and stability  in  the
region as both sides accuse each other of obstruction
amid ongoing military confrontations. 

Baloch leader warns EAM Jaishankar of
potential Chinese troop deployment in
Balochistan.
03-Jan-26

Baloch  leader  Mir  Yar  Baloch  has  warned that  China
may soon deploy troops in Pakistan's Balochistan amid
escalating  military  cooperation  with  Pakistan,
expressing  alarm  over  the  implications  of  the  China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). In an open letter to
Indian  External  Affairs  Minister  S.  Jaishankar,  he
emphasized the need to bolster Baloch defense forces
to  counter  potential  Chinese military  presence,  which
he described as a direct threat to both Balochistan and
India.  He  commended  India's  Operation  Sindoor
targeting terrorist infrastructure in response to attacks,
highlighting  India's  commitment  to  regional  security.
This  situation  underscores  the  growing  geopolitical
tensions in South Asia, as India's stance on CPEC raises
significant  sovereignty  and  security  concerns  over
Pakistani control of the region. 

South Asian leaders honor Zia, Yunus calls
for SAARC revival.
03-Jan-26

Bangladesh's  Chief  Adviser  Muhammad  Yunus
emphasized  the  enduring  spirit  of  SAARC  as  South
Asian leaders, including India's External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, gathered to pay respects at the funeral of
former  Prime  Minister  Khaleda  Zia  in  Dhaka.  Yunus
urged for the revival of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), which has been largely
inactive  since  2016,  citing  the  need  for  collaboration
among nearly two billion people in the region. His calls
for revitalization come amidst long-standing tensions,
particularly involving Pakistan's use of terrorism, which
has hindered the bloc's activities. The recent gathering
underscored  the  potential  for  renewed  dialogue,

reflecting  a  collective  regional  grief  and  a  desire  for
cooperation. 

India urges Pakistan to quickly release 167
Indian prisoners and ensure their
welfare.
03-Jan-26

India and Pakistan exchanged lists of civilian prisoners
and  fishermen  on  January  1,  2026,  under  the  2008
Consular Access Agreement, with India sharing details
of  391  Pakistani  nationals  and  33  fishermen,  while
Pakistan listed 58 Indian civilians and 199 fishermen.
The  Ministry  of  External  Affairs  urged  Islamabad  to
expedite  the  release  of  167  Indian  fishermen  and
civilians  who  completed  sentences,  grant  immediate
consular  access  to  35  believed  Indians,  and  ensure
detainee welfare amid maritime border disputes. Since
2014, sustained diplomacy repatriated 2,661 fishermen
and  71  civilians,  including  500  fishermen  and  13
civilians since 2023, highlighting humanitarian channels
despite geopolitical strains. From India's security lens,
prompt  action  counters  Pakistan's  delays,  bolstering
coastal  vigilance  and  bilateral  trust  vital  for  regional
stability. 

Pakistani military chief escalates anti-India
rhetoric amid ongoing tensions and recent
terror attacks.
03-Jan-26

Pakistani military chief Asim Munir has intensified his
anti-India rhetoric following the tragic Pahalgam terror
attack  in  April  2025,  which  claimed  26  lives.  In
response  to  India's  Operation  Sindoor—a  series  of
precision  strikes  targeting  terror  infrastructure—Munir
vowed a swift and severe retaliation, signaling ongoing
tensions  between  the  nuclear  neighbors.  The
restructuring of Pakistan's military under Munir aims to
enhance  operational  efficiency  and  deterrence
capabilities,  amidst  economic challenges and internal
strife. While Munir's statements may reflect a domestic
power  consolidation  strategy,  they  underscore  the
urgent  need  for  diplomatic  engagement  to  address
persistent  issues,  particularly  regarding  cross-border
terrorism  and  the  Kashmir  conflict,  as  both  nations
navigate a complex and volatile security landscape. 

Protests in PoK surge as government fails
to meet promises.
03-Jan-26

Protests are poised to intensify  in  Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir (PoK) as the Joint Awami Action Committee
accuses  the  government  of  failing  to  fulfill  promises
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made  following  an  October  agreement.  Frustration
among  the  populace  is  growing,  with  claims  of
corruption  and  neglect  reminiscent  of  issues  in
Balochistan.  The  committee  seeks  comprehensive
resolutions  to  their  demands,  including  addressing
refugee  seat  issues  and  withdrawing  legal  charges
against its members.  Indian officials express concern
that  escalating  discontent  could  spill  over  into  India,
highlighting  systemic  failures  within  Pakistan's
governance  where  the  military  wields  significant
influence  over  regional  affairs,  further  exacerbating
tensions within PoK. 

Pakistan military reasserts control,
undermining civilian governance
again.
03-Jan-26

The Pakistan military has again asserted its dominance
over  civilian  governance,  particularly  targeting  Imran
Khan  and  his  Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)  party
through  a  campaign  involving  arrests,  trials,  and
restrictions  on  political  activities.  This  ongoing
crackdown, initiated following Khan's ouster and mass
protests  in  2023,  highlights  the  military's  historical
pattern  of  overriding  democratic  processes  through
constitutional  manipulation  and  intelligence-led
actions.  As  the  military  seeks  to  portray  itself  as  a
defender of state institutions, the use of military courts
and antiterror  laws against  civilians raises significant
concerns  regarding  due  process  and  civil  liberties,
further entrenching the military's influence in Pakistan's
political  landscape.  The  implications  of  these
developments could exacerbate political instability and
hinder democratic progress in the country. 

Military Operations

CDS General Chauhan inaugurates
upgraded Car Nicobar runway, boosting
India's defense capabilities in the
region.
03-Jan-26

Chief  of  Defence  Staff  General  Anil  Chauhan
inaugurated  a  major  upgrade  at  the  Car  Nicobar  Air
Base,  enhancing  the  Indian  Air  Force's  operational
capabilities  in  the  strategically  vital  Indian  Ocean
Region.  The  resurfaced  runway,  measuring
approximately 2.7 kilometers in length and 43 meters in
width,  will  facilitate  rapid  deployment  of  front-line
fighter aircraft and improve the IAF's ability to conduct

long-range operations and missile tests in the region,
specifically  over  the  busy  Malacca  Strait.
Accompanying  infrastructure  improvements  include
expanded apron areas for  efficient aircraft  movement
and a  renovated taxi  track,  reinforcing India's  military
presence and readiness in the eastern theatre. General
Chauhan's  visit  underscores  the  importance  of  the
Andaman  and  Nicobar  Command  in  India's  national
security  strategy,  aligning  with  the  government's  "Act
East"  policy  to  strengthen  regional  security.  This
modernization is poised to enhance India's deterrence
capabilities  and  situational  awareness  in  the  Indo-
Pacific,  addressing  emerging  security  challenges  and
fortifying the country's strategic posture. 

Indian Army aids Sri Lanka's cyclone
recovery through Operation Sagar
Bandhu.
03-Jan-26

The  Indian  Army is  actively  engaged  in  humanitarian
relief  efforts  in  Sri  Lanka  under  Operation  Sagar
Bandhu,  following the  destruction  caused by  Cyclone
Ditwah.  Recent  initiatives  include  the  successful
construction  of  a  dual  carriageway  Bailey  bridge  in
Kilinochchi  and ongoing site  improvement work for  a
new 100-foot Bailey bridge in Kandy, aimed at restoring
vital road connectivity along the B-492 Highway. Major
General  Rohan  Medagoda  of  the  Sri  Lanka  Army
praised  the  Indian  Army's  contributions,  emphasizing
the importance of these efforts in aiding recovery and
strengthening bilateral ties. This operation underscores
India's  commitment  to  regional  stability  and
humanitarian  assistance,  reinforcing  its  role  as  a
responsible neighbor in times of crisis. 

US Special Forces Capture Maduro,
Highlighting Naval Strategy's
Importance
03-Jan-26

On  January  3,  2026,  U.S.  special  operations  forces
reportedly  captured  Venezuelan  President  Nicolás
Maduro and his wife during a military raid in Caracas,
subsequently transferring them to the USS Iwo Jima for
legal proceedings in New York. This operation, framed
by  Washington  as  a  counter-narcotics  initiative,  has
drawn  international  condemnation  from  Venezuelan
authorities,  who  view  it  as  a  breach  of  sovereignty.
From  an  Indian  strategic  perspective,  the  incident
underscores  the  significance  of  blue-water  naval
capabilities  and  special  operations,  reinforcing
arguments for India's investment in carrier groups and
maritime  surveillance.  India  is  likely  to  assess  the
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implications for global energy markets and consider the
precedents  set  by  such  actions  in  international
diplomacy,  while  upholding  its  principles  of  non-
intervention and strategic autonomy. 

Indian Army recovers drone-dropped
ammunition and IED in Poonch.
03-Jan-26

On  January  1,  2026,  Indian  Army  patrols  in  Poonch
district's Chakkan da Bagh belt, between Rangar Nallah
and  Poonch  River,  recovered  a  drone-dropped  bag
containing 70 rounds of AK-series ammunition, a 2-kg
IED in a yellow tiffin box, and narcotics near the Line of
Control. The Bomb Disposal Squad defused the IED via
controlled  explosion,  with  joint  teams  of  Army,  J&K
Police,  and  Special  Operations  Group  launching
extensive  searches  to  neutralize  threats.  This  brazen
Pakistani  drone  incursion,  spotted  hovering  early
morning,  highlights  escalating  cross-border  terrorism
tactics aimed at arming proxies ahead of Republic Day,
demanding robust anti-drone measures and heightened
LoC  vigilance  to  safeguard  Jammu  and  Kashmir's
security. 

Saudi airstrikes target UAE-backed
separatists amid escalating Yemen
tensions.
03-Jan-26

Saudi  warplanes  have  conducted  airstrikes  against
UAE-backed separatists in southern Yemen amid rising
tensions  between  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  UAE,
particularly  following  the  Southern  Transitional
Council's  (STC)  recent  territorial  advances  in
Hadramout and Mahra. The Saudi ambassador accused
the  STC  of  obstructing  mediation  efforts,  while  the
STC's leadership,  claiming a refusal to withdraw from
seized positions, has led to increased military actions.
The Saudi-led coalition is demanding the withdrawal of
STC forces as part of de-escalation efforts, which have
so  far  been  met  with  resistance.  This  conflict
underscores  the  complexities  of  Yemen's  civil  war,
where  varying  interests  complicate  alliances,
particularly as the STC seeks autonomy reminiscent of
South Yemen's pre-unification era. 

Kharga Corps Commander Praises Troops'
Readiness in Operation Sindoor
03-Jan-26

Lt  Gen  Rajesh  Pushkar,  GOC  of  Kharga  Corps,
commended  troops  for  their  professionalism  and
operational  agility  during  Operation  Sindoor,
highlighting  the  formation's  enhanced  preparedness

and technological  integration.  The 11th Gorkha Rifles
celebrated its  79th Raising Day,  honoring a legacy of
bravery  and  commitment  since  Independence.  In
Southern  Command,  Maj  Gen  Vikas  Lal  assumed
command,  emphasizing  operational  readiness  and
collaboration with civil  agencies while honoring fallen
soldiers.  Furthermore,  Lt  Gen  Anindya  Sengupta  of
Central Command praised the dedication and resilience
of personnel,  encouraging them to uphold the Army’s
standards  of  discipline  and  integrity  as  they  move
forward  into  2026.  These  developments  reflect  the
Indian Army's focus on operational excellence and its
commitment to national security. 

Terrorism and Counterterrorism

Security forces eliminate 14 Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh encounters.
03-Jan-26

At  least  14  Naxalites  were  killed  in  encounters  with
security  forces  in  Chhattisgarh's  Bastar  region,
specifically  in  Sukma  and  Bijapur  districts.  The
operations  were  conducted  by  the  District  Reserve
Guard  (DRG)  following  intelligence  reports  about
Maoist  presence.  In  Sukma,  personnel  engaged  in  a
prolonged exchange of fire, resulting in the recovery of
12 bodies and a cache of weapons, while two Naxalites
were  eliminated  in  Bijapur.  This  successful  operation
marks  a  significant  blow  to  the  Maoist  insurgency,
contributing to a broader decline in Naxalite violence,
as evidenced by the elimination of 285 Naxalites in the
previous year. The continued efforts of security forces
in these operations are crucial for enhancing stability in
the region and combating left-wing extremism. 

Telangana Police Achieves Major Success:
20 Maoists Surrender, Including
Leaders.
03-Jan-26

In  a  significant  setback  for  the  Communist  Party  of
India-Maoist  (CPI-Maoist),  prominent  commanders
Badse Sukka and Barse Deva have surrendered to the
Telangana Police, along with a total of 35 insurgents.
Badse Sukka, who has been linked to numerous high-
profile  attacks,  including  the  2013  Jhiram  Ghati
ambush,  and Barse Deva,  a key figure in the Peoples
Liberation  Guerrilla  Army  (PLGA),  are  expected  to
provide  invaluable  intelligence  on  remaining  Maoist
networks.  Their  surrenders  occurred  amid  intensified
efforts  by  security  forces  to  combat  left-wing
extremism, underscoring the effectiveness of sustained
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intelligence operations and rehabilitation policies aimed
at  fostering defections.  These developments signal  a
potential turning point in the decline of Maoist influence
in Telangana and surrounding states, as the recovery of
arms  caches  and  the  dismantling  of  leadership
structures  contribute  to  diminishing  operational
capabilities  of  the  insurgents.  The  Telangana
government's proactive approach to reintegrate former
insurgents  into  society,  coupled  with  financial
incentives,  reflects  a  broader  commitment  to
addressing  the  root  causes  of  insurgency  and
enhancing security in the region. 

Barber arrested in Palghar for playing anti-
national songs at shop.
03-Jan-26

On January 1, 2026, Mira Bhayandar Vasai Virar (MBVV)
Police  in  Maharashtra's  Palghar  district  arrested  25-
year-old  barber  Abdul  Rehman  Shah,  originally  from
Azamgarh,  Uttar  Pradesh,  at  his  Ruhann Hair  Cutting
Salon in Chinchoti's Karamdpada area opposite Durga
Mata  Mandir.  Sub-Inspector  Pankaj  Kilje,  on  patrol
around  1:30  PM,  heard  Shah  blaring  the  provocative
song "Kashmir  Banega Pakistan"—linked to  Pakistan's
Inter-Services  Public  Relations—via  YouTube  on
loudspeaker,  despite  prior  local  warnings.  Charged
under Section 197(1)(d) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
for  circulating  content  threatening  India's  sovereignty,
Shah  was  remanded  to  police  custody  on  January  3
after  court  appearance,  with  investigations  probing
intent and sources. From an Indian strategic lens, this
swift  action  near  a  temple  highlights  vigilant
enforcement  against  Pakistan-sponsored  separatism,
bolstering  national  security  and  communal  harmony
amid ongoing Kashmir tensions. 

Nalagarh blast: Police investigate after
groups claim responsibility.
03-Jan-26

A  blast  occurred  near  the  Nalagarh  police  station  in
Himachal Pradesh on January 1, 2026, prompting local
police  to  form  teams  to  analyze  CCTV  footage  and
forensic  evidence.  Responsibility  for  the  attack  has
been claimed by the proscribed group Babbar Khalsa
International and the Punjab Sovereignty Alliance, who
stated  the  explosion  was  retaliation  against  police
inaction  on  drug  smuggling  operations  in  the  region.
The  blast  was  powerful  enough  to  damage  nearby
buildings,  including  an  Army canteen,  and was heard
from  several  hundred  meters  away.  This  incident
reflects  ongoing  tensions  in  the  region,  with  police
attributing  similar  attacks  to  external  influences,

particularly  from  Pakistan,  highlighting  a  serious
security challenge for local law enforcement. 

Rajnath Singh warns of rising white-collar
terrorism in India.
03-Jan-26

Defence  Minister  Rajnath  Singh  has  raised  concerns
over  an  emerging  trend  of  white-collar  terrorism  in
India,  particularly  highlighting  the  involvement  of
educated  individuals  in  anti-national  activities,  as
evidenced  by  the  recent  car  bomb  explosion  near
Delhi's Red Fort, linked to doctors. He emphasized that
knowledge  must  be  paired  with  ethical  values  and
underscored the need for moral education. Singh also
expressed  optimism  about  India's  defense  sector,
asserting that the country will  achieve self-reliance in
weapons within the next 15-20 years, while advocating
for  the  responsible  use  of  technologies  like  artificial
intelligence  in  national  development.  This  discourse
reflects  the  government’s  commitment  to  addressing
both  societal  issues  and  enhancing  national  security
through innovation and education. 

Delhi Court Places Dr. Bilal Malla in Custody
Until January 16
03-Jan-26

Dr. Bilal  Malla was remanded to judicial  custody until
January  16  by  a  Delhi  court  as  part  of  the  National
Investigation Agency's (NIA) investigation into the Red
Fort blast that killed 15 people. Malla is implicated in
providing logistical support to the suicide bomber,  Dr.
Umar-un-Nabi,  linked  to  the  terrorist  group  The
Resistance  Front,  a  proxy  of  Lashkar-e-Taiba.  The
investigation  reveals  sophisticated  planning  and
international  connections,  with  security  forces
conducting  over  250  raids  nationwide.  The  blast,
targeting  an  emblematic  national  monument,  has
raised  alarms  over  urban  security  vulnerabilities,
prompting  enhanced  counter-terrorism  measures  as
public outrage and calls for stronger laws intensify. 

J&K police seize properties linked to
Pakistan-based terror handlers.
03-Jan-26

In  a  concerted  effort  to  combat  terrorism  and  anti-
national activities, police in Jammu and Kashmir have
recently  attached  immovable  properties  linked  to
multiple  individuals  engaged  in  supporting  terror
networks  from  Pakistan.  In  Poonch  district,  an
agricultural  property  belonging  to  Rafiq  Nai,  a
designated  terrorist  and  launch  commander  for  the
banned  outfit  Tahreek-ul-Mujahideen/Jammu  Kashmir
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Ghaznavi  Force,  was  seized  under  the  Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, valued at approximately Rs
10 lakh. Similarly, in Kathua district, properties of seven
accused  individuals,  who  are  currently  based  in
Pakistan  and  involved  in  anti-national  activities,  were
attached,  comprising  over  10  kanals  of  land.  These
actions  represent  a  broader  strategy  by  Indian
authorities  to  dismantle  the  financial  and  logistical
support  structures  of  terrorist  organizations,  thereby
reinforcing  national  security  and  public  safety.  The
police have emphasized their ongoing commitment to
legally address threats to the sovereignty of the nation
and ensure peace in the region. 

NIA charges three, including psychiatrist,
in Bengaluru LeT terror case.
03-Jan-26

The  National  Investigation  Agency  (NIA)  has
chargesheeted  three  individuals,  including  a
psychiatrist,  in  a  terror-related  case  linked  to  the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in Bengaluru. The
charges, stemming from a 2023 investigation, include
logistic  support  and  communication  facilitation  for
terror  activities  aimed  at  undermining  India's
sovereignty.  Notably,  Anees Fathima,  identified as the
mother of an absconding accused, played a key role in
facilitating her son's communications and aiding other
suspects  in  escaping  justice.  The  case  highlights
ongoing  threats  from  terrorist  organizations  within
India and underscores the importance of vigilance and
robust  counter-terrorism  measures  to  safeguard
national security. 

Cybersecurity and Information Warfare

Iran successfully thwarts major cyberattack
on telecommunications infrastructure, says
minister.
03-Jan-26

Iran's  Minister  of  Information  and  Communications
Technology,  Sattar  Hashemi,  announced  that  the
country  successfully  thwarted  one  of  the  largest
cyberattacks on its telecommunications infrastructure,
which involved over 120,000 global sources. The attack,
characterized  as  a  significant  distributed  denial-of-
service (DDoS) event, peaked at 720 million packets per
second. Hashemi highlighted the effectiveness of both
domestic and international defensive measures, which
prevented potential disruptions that could have severely
impacted  communications.  The  incident  underscores
the  ongoing  cyber  threats  faced  by  nations  and

emphasizes  the  importance  of  robust  cybersecurity
frameworks to maintain national security and stability
in critical infrastructure. 

India designates customs and tax digital
platforms as critical infrastructure for
cybersecurity.
03-Jan-26

The Indian government has designated core customs
and indirect tax digital platforms as critical information
infrastructure  under  the  Information  Technology  Act.
This strategic decision emphasizes the importance of
securing  essential  digital  services  that  underpin  the
nation’s  economic  framework.  By  classifying  these
platforms  as  critical  infrastructure,  the  government
aims to enhance their resilience against cyber threats,
ensuring the uninterrupted functioning of customs and
tax  operations  vital  for  revenue  generation  and
economic  stability.  This  move  reflects  a  broader
commitment  to  strengthening  India’s  cybersecurity
landscape, crucial for safeguarding national interests in
an increasingly digital economy. 

Mil Personnel & Veterans

75,000 NCC Cadets Deliver Vital Medical
and Civil Aid in Operation Sindoor
03-Jan-26

Approximately  75,000  NCC  Cadets  have  played  a
pivotal  role  in  Operation  Sindoor,  providing  critical
medical  support  and  civil  assistance,  as  reported  by
Director  General  Lt  Gen  Virendra  Vats  during  the
National Cadet Corps (NCC) Republic Day Camp (RDC)
2026.  The  camp,  which  includes  2,406  cadets  from
across India and 200 from 20 foreign nations, aims to
enhance  the  cadets'  exposure  to  the  nation's  culture
and  traditions.  Future  initiatives  include  training  one
lakh  cadets  as  "first  responders"  to  natural  disasters
and  developing  10,000  "cyber  warriors"  to  strengthen
India's digital defense, reflecting the NCC's commitment
to fostering leadership and discipline among youth. The
NCC, which has seen its strength grow from 20,000 at
its  inception  to  nearly  20  lakh  today,  aims to  further
increase  its  numbers  while  promoting  integration
across  diverse  regions  and  cultures.  The  activities
culminate  with  a  PM  Rally  on  January  28,  2025,
showcasing  the  NCC's  multifaceted  development
agenda that aligns with national security and disaster
management strategies. 
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Miscellaneous

Sons plotted ex-IAF officer's murder in
Ghaziabad over property greed, police
allege.
03-Jan-26

The  Uttar  Pradesh  Police  have  made  significant
progress in the murder case of Yogesh Kumar, a retired
Indian  Air  Force  officer,  who  was  shot  dead  on
December  26  in  Ghaziabad's  Loni  area.  Investigators
allege that the killing was orchestrated by Kumar's own
sons, Nitesh and Guddu, who reportedly hired contract
killers due to a dispute over property after their father
urged them to vacate his house. The primary suspect,
identified as Arvind, a neighbor, was arrested along with
a police constable,  Naveen,  who is also implicated in
the conspiracy. Police recovered a country-made pistol
and cartridges from Arvind's possession, while both the
sons and Constable Naveen remain at large. The brazen
nature  of  the  crime,  occurring  in  broad  daylight,  has
sent  shockwaves  through  the  local  community,
highlighting the dire implications of familial greed and
internal  disputes  escalating  to  violence.  Authorities
continue  to  investigate  the  conspiracy,  with  efforts
underway to apprehend all  individuals involved in this
tragic case. 

ISRO's ambitious 2026 plans include
Gaganyaan and private sector
innovations.
03-Jan-26

India's space agency, ISRO, has outlined an ambitious
roadmap for 2026, focusing on the Gaganyaan human
spaceflight program, which includes a crucial uncrewed
test  flight  with  the  humanoid  robot  Vyommitra.  This
mission,  scheduled  for  March,  will  validate  essential
crew systems in low Earth orbit,  paving the way for a
manned  mission  by  2027.  Concurrently,  the  calendar
features  significant  launches  such  as  the  PSLV-N1,
entirely  assembled  by  a  consortium  of  private
companies,  and  the  TDS-01  mission,  showcasing
advanced  electric  propulsion  technologies  aimed  at
reducing  satellite  launch  costs.  Private  sector
involvement  is  increasingly  evident,  with  firms  like
Skyroot  Aerospace and Agnikul  Cosmos preparing  to
launch on  indigenous rockets  and develop  innovative
solutions  like  reusable  engines.  These  developments
not  only  enhance  India’s  standing  in  global  space
exploration but also align with the nation's Atmanirbhar
Bharat  vision,  promoting  self-reliance  in  strategic

technologies for both civilian and defense applications.
The integration of advanced systems, such as quantum
key  distribution  and  high-thrust  electric  propulsion,
signifies  a  transformative  period  for  Indian  space
endeavors,  ensuring  a  robust  future  for  the  industry
amidst global competition. 

Indian Army Launches Community Radio
Station to Empower Rajouri
Residents
03-Jan-26

The  Indian  Army  has  launched  a  community  radio
station  in  the  Keri  sector  near  the  Line  of  Control  in
Rajouri,  Jammu  and  Kashmir,  aimed  at  enhancing
communication and outreach with local residents. This
initiative will disseminate information on social welfare,
education, and health, while also providing a platform
for local voices and culture. The Deputy Commissioner
of Rajouri,  Abhishek Sharma, noted the radio station's
role  in  connecting  the  local  administration  with  the
community.  Additionally,  a  civil  services  coaching
center  has  been  inaugurated,  providing  crucial
educational  support  to  aspiring  candidates  from  the
region,  thus  addressing  the  lack  of  resources  and
opportunities for local students. These efforts reflect a
commitment to fostering community development and
empowerment in the border areas. 

TakeMe2Space and EON to launch
indigenous mini telescope on PSLV-
C62.
03-Jan-26

TakeMe2Space and EON Space Labs are set to launch
their indigenous 14-kg Earth Observation Satellite (EOS)
on  PSLV-C62  on  January  12,  marking  a  significant
milestone  in  India's  private  space  sector.  This  mini
space telescope, developed in just six months at a cost
of  around  ₹2.5  crore,  will  operate  in  low  Earth  orbit,
enabling  advanced  applications  like  strategic
surveillance,  agriculture  monitoring,  and  urban
mapping.  The project  highlights India's  focus on self-
reliance and cost efficiency in space technology,  with
an emphasis on dual-use capabilities that enhance both
commercial and defense sectors. By integrating private
contributions  into  national  missions,  this  initiative
reinforces India's position as a growing hub for space
innovation  and  strengthens  its  commitment  to
indigenous  manufacturing  and  technological
advancement. 
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INSV Kaundinya progresses towards
Muscat, showcasing India's maritime
heritage and skills.
03-Jan-26

The Western Naval Command reported that the Indian
Navy's  traditional  sailing  vessel,  INSV  Kaundinya,  is
making  steady  progress  towards  Muscat,  navigating
under  sail  and  showcasing  India's  rich  maritime
heritage.  Navy  Chief  Admiral  Dinesh  K.  Tripathi
interacted  with  the  crew,  commending  their

professionalism and the voyage's symbolic significance
in  rekindling  national  maritime  consciousness.  Prime
Minister  Narendra  Modi  also  extended  New  Year
greetings to the crew, emphasizing the journey's role in
celebrating  India's  historical  ties  with  seafaring  and
trade across the Indian Ocean. This expedition not only
serves as navigation training but also reinforces India’s
cultural  and  commercial  connections,  reflecting  the
nation's enduring maritime spirit. 
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